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N A M E D AT E C L A S S

01 P A R T  1

Your Ears Can Be Tricked!

Just like optical illusions trick your eyes, auditory illusions trick your ears. Your brain interprets sounds —

and sometimes it gets it wrong!

Big Idea: Music and sound can be used to manipulate how we feel. Once we know the tricks, we can listen

more carefully!

02 P A R T  2

Listening Activity

Listen to each clip your teacher plays. How does it make you feel? Circle your answer:

Clip 1: H A P P Y S A D S C A R E D E X C I T E D C A L M

Clip 2: H A P P Y S A D S C A R E D E X C I T E D C A L M

Clip 3: H A P P Y S A D S C A R E D E X C I T E D C A L M

03 P A R T  3

Musical Elements Match-Up

Draw a line to match the musical element to the feeling it usually creates:

p r o j e c t . o r gp r o j e c t . o r g

S T U D E N T  H A N D O U T

G R E E N  L E V E L

M O R E  S U P P O RT

Sound IllusionsSound Illusions
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Fast tempo Sad, gloomy

Slow tempo Excitement, energy

Major key (happy chords) Calm, peaceful

Minor key (sad chords) Joy, triumph
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04 P A R T  4

Same Scene, Different Music

Your teacher showed the same video with two different soundtracks.

Version 1 (happy music): How did it make you feel?

Version 2 (scary music): How did it make you feel?

What changed? (Circle one) T H E  V I D E O  C H A N G E D O N LY  T H E  M U S I C  C H A N G E D

M I N I  M U S E U M  C O N N E C T I O N

The Mini Museum shows how our EYES can be tricked by old photographs and illusions. Today we learned

that our EARS can be tricked too! Both use the same idea: our brains can be fooled.

minimuseumproject.org/exhibit ions/seeing-is-deceiv ing

S H A R E  W I T H  Y O U R  F A M I L Y

Watch a movie trailer or commercial with your family. Pay attention to the music. Ask: “How is this music trying to

make us feel?”


